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Former professor donates $10,000 to Milton College Preservation Society

By Rick MILLER
Associate Editor

A former Milton College chemistry
professor has donated $10,000 to the
Milton College Preservation Society.
Dr. Herb MacDonell, 81, who taught
chemistry at Milton College from 1951-
1954, and who would go on to become a
national expert in blood stain forensics,
donated $10,000 to the society to be
used as needed. Director Judy Schee-
hle said the funds would be used for
repairing the bell tower and windows
of Main Hall.

The society honored MacDonnell
with the Milton College Lifetime
Achievement Award Contacted in 2006.
Contacted about his generosity, Mac-
Donnell was quick to credit his wife,
Phyllis, for coming up with the idea
initially. He described her as his per-
sonal “minister of finance” since their
marriage in 1950, and said he was all
for the donation, except that he wished
it could have been more.

“However, at 80 I am not earning as
much as I did at 79,” he quipped, re-
vealing his trademark humor remains
sharp as ever.

Scheehle said the donation reinforces
her appreciation for the “respect and
love” alumni and former faculty con-
tinue to show for the former college.

“It serves as a reminder that we need
to work hard to preserve not only his-
toric Main Hall,” Scheehle said, “but
also the records and memories of thou-
sands of Milton College alumni and
staff, which are a big part of the history
of Milton.”

Although he was only in Milton for
three years, MacDonnell said the time
spent in the city was a transforma-
tional period in his life. Milton College
became an important career stepping-
stone for MacDonnell because he be-
came a full professor and department
head in essentially one move while only

PROF DONATES -- Dr. Herb MacDonnell, a former chemistry professor at Milton
College, and his wife Phyllis, have donated $10,000 to the Milton College Preserva-
tion Society. MacDonnell would go on to achieve notoriety as the country’s foremost
expert on bloodstain forensics. MacDonnell posed for this 1983 photo in his Corning,

New York laboratory.
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was just under 200 students, and in his
forthcoming autobiography, MacDon-
nell recalls that knowing his students
proved practical on weekends.

22 years old.

“When I drove to
Milton in August
1951 T had no idea
how the next three
years would change
my life.” MacDon-
nell said in a recent
email, “I had always
enjoyed teaching but
to suddenly become

“T think I knew almost
every student on campus
even though not all of them
took chemistry.”

DRr. HErB MacDoNNELL
former Milton College chemistry professor

“One of the in-
teresting aspects
of Milton, Wis-
consin,” MacDon-
nell writes, “other
than the fact it
was a Seventh
Day Baptist com-
munity where
most  Christians
attended church

a full professor and
head of a chemistry
department with only my bachelor’s
degree was a little scary. Neverthe-
less, I soon became very comfortable
because of the relaxed atmosphere of
this small land grant college. I had
great students, many of whom were
(World War IT and Korea) veterans and
older than I1.”

MacDonnell is currently writing an
autobiography, and in a chapter enti-
tled “The Milton Years,” he writes “the
salary that was offered, $2,700, seemed
satisfactory for 1951... Our apartment
rent was only $25 per month. Times
were different.”

MacDonnell said Milton College “def-
initely” prepared him to become a bet-
ter graduate student, and he said there
were other advantages to being tossed
the keys of the chemistry department
at a small college.

“I think I knew almost every student
on campus even though not all of them
took chemistry.” MacDonnell said.

Milton College enrollment at the time

on Saturday, was

the fact that it was a dry town. As a
faculty member I simply could not pur-
chase beer! Fortunately, most of my
students were older than I and, from
time to time, they made beer runs to
nearby Milton Junction for me.”

MacDonnell left Milton College in
1954 when he moved to Rhode Island
to work on his master’s degree at the
University of Rhode Island. In 1957
MacDonnell was hired by the renowned
Corning Glass Works in Corning, New
York as an analytical research chemist,
where he worked until 1972.

It was while working for Corning that
MacDonnell began consulting in foren-
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sics on the side. He set up the Labora-
tory of Forensic Science in Corning, and
became a national expert in fingerprint
analysis, firearms identification and
bloodstain interpretation. He gained
even more attention as an expert wit-
ness in the 1995 O. J. Simpson trial.

Even though he’s well into senior-
citizenship, MacDonnell remains busy
and vibrant, working and testifying on
criminal cases and lecturing.

“Retire, hell! That is for old people
who don’t like their job,” he said.

Just last month he testified at a mili-
tary court martial in Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, and on April 25 he will be
inducted into the Steuben County, New
York, Hall of Fame.

To this day, MacDonnell stays in
touch with former students Virginia
Burdick, Scott Porter and Paul Green,
whom he calls “Mr. Milton College.”

“The Steuben County Hall of Fame is
a great honor, but I shall always hold
the Milton College Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award as one of my very top hon-
ors because my students remembered
me after I had left Milton some fifty-two
years earlier.” MacDonnell concluded
in his email, ”I guess I must have done
something right.”
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