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In today’s world of instant messages
‘thumbed’ on a Blackberry and e-mails
hunted and pecked on a keyboard, the
concept of handwriting seems dated. After
all, the typewriter was invented in
Milwaukee by Christopher Latham Sholes
in 1867 and first was marketed by the
Remington Arms company in 1873.
Penmanship, both the art of making
handwriting beautiful and the science of
making handwriting effortlessly legible,
seems a very 19th century concept, indeed.
Yet, through a string of fortuitous events,
several of the elements of the teaching of
penmanship at Milton have fallen into my
hands.

First, while surfing EBay, | came
upon a Milton College advertising or
promotional brochure for the college year
1878-1879. Then, | was helping transcribe
some documents for the Milton College
Preservation Society. Finally, some
internet research revealed things | had not
known about prominent Rock County,
Wisconsin citizens.

The first page of the 1878-1879
brochure lists the faculty of the College,
and, at the very bottom is “James Mills,
Penmanship”. | thought this odd since penmangven in the 19th century, was more likely to
be a subject for a commercial or business college & liberal arts institution.

I knew from my transcription efforts that Willia@ Whitford had beautiful, clear and
legible handwriting. Some research into his cadeselosed that, during the period of the late
1870’s, he was acting as the Superintendent of@glfior the State of Wisconsin and placed
considerable emphasis upon handwriting in the eaf®ducation. Research into President
Whitford’s own education and background showed ligalhad studied, then taught penmanship at
De Ruyter Institute in New York before venturingsconsin.*
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Finally, some research into the ratheramable
career of James Mills contributed the remaininggse
of the puzzle. Yes, James Mills had been the penman
ship instructor at Milton but he was much better
known as a prominent Rock County medical doctor.

Following are some notes on Dr. Mills career: In
1869 he entered Milton College, where he attended
several terms. He pursued his college coursefand
several terms was one of the assistant teacheltenMi
College graduated him in 1879, and conferred upon
him the degree of Master of Science in 1890.

“Immediately after leaving this institution he be-
gan his medical studies in the office of Dr. Henry
PALMER (now deceased), of Janesville, and in 1880
he entered the Chicago Medical College, now the
Medical Department of the Northwestern University,
by which college he was graduated in 1883. During
his last year there he was appointed assistan¢curg
of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Co., which is
a strong proof of the ability he possessed asdesty
and which afforded him a wide experience in sutigica
practice. A few days after receiving his degre®ottor of Medicine, he received his appoint-
ment of assistant physician in the Insane Hosptt&lgin, Ill., where he remained two years.
His practice there afforded him valuable opportufor acquiring knowledge concerning the
treatment of the insane. Deciding to still furtk&tend his medical researches, and to widen
his experience before entering upon general pedtie resigned the position and went to
Scotland, taking a course in the Edinburgh Meditalersity. On the completion of his
course he received a diploma from the Royal Matgamd Simpson Memorial Hospital. Here
his advantages for gaining skill in the attendampen patients, at their bedside and in the op-
erating room, were extensive. Going thence to Lontie spent several months making obser-
vations in surgery at St. Thomas and King's Colldgsepital, under Sir James LISTER and
other eminent surgeons. In August, 1885, Dr. Milteg&irned from the old countries, and be-
gan at once the practice of his profession in Jalte5**

*From The History of Rock County, Wis." (¢)1879,.[&380-833.

**Taken from Commemorative Biographical Record lo¢ Counties of Rock, Green, Grant,
lowa and Lafayette Wisconsin" (c)1901, pp. 208-210

A special thank you to Judy Scheehieho started me along this path and greatly fatéiddahe research.

© 2009 Milton College Preservation Society and lichdel Fultz

Note: Michael Fultz is the vintage pen editor of Penf International and avid vintage pen collectée.
and his wife Martha McCall reside in Milton and amgerested in local history. They are transcigoitresi-
dent Whitford’s notebooks. The archives has 4these small notebooks that date back to 1851.
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Lost: People are looking for the following:
Todd Trapp, Tom McLaughlin, Barbara Gallo, JoedsjlKelly Rogers, Barb Griena,
Neil “Skip” Ramsey, Paige Dodge, Jim Kinney

Milton College Choir CD’s are still available. iSrhas been a very popular item with
over 125 sold. The cost is $15.00, which inclust@pping and tax

With the death of Paul Newman, the archive agatame a the source of information.
Paul Newman appeared on campus in 1968 while cgmipgi for Eugene McCarthy. The
local newspaper ran the photo of Newman standing car outside the Campus Center.
Copies of this photo also were sold to a collectomg with copies of th@/ildcatnewspa-
per articles.

A new furnace has been installed in the archieerand office.

In the talking stages is a book of Milton Collegeecdotes. Chuck Niles and John
Thompson are soliciting memories of alumni to beuded. They will be searching the ar-
chives and oral histories for additional informatend history of the college.

A publisher of sports books from Lynnwood, Washamg has requested the football sta-
tistics for Milton College. Yes, you guessed it-etrer project coming out of the archives.
When the stats are completed, they will be postethe Milton College website. Many
games were played between 1899 and 1982, with susresting twists.

Don Holden "39 donated $500 to the endowment famdemory of his grandfather, Wil-
liam Holden, who was a student at Milton Academy&62. Seems Donald did not know
this until after he was attending Milton. Williawas originally from the LaGrange Wiscon-
sin area, migrated west and served in the Civil. War

Other endowment donations included: $500 froal dod Margie Kenyon Cler "77, $50
from Norman Whitford "48, $10 from Bud Gussel "$I00 from Frederick Murphy "50,
$75 from William Wallace "65, $50 from Audrey Eylend $50 from Marquerite Heinig "47
in honor of former President Ken Smith.

The 2010 Annual/Alumni Milton College Weekend viok moved to the fall.

v
o

If your mailing address does not rééplease renew your membership soon. Itis the
main source of funding for the MCPS and what kdbps'spirit” alive.
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